Political History

Rude's social and political analysis of two events in London:
the agitation stirred up by Wilkes, and the occasion when gin
and intolerance nearly succeeded in reducing the city once
more to ashes.479 Ritcheson considers the effect which the
problems of America had upon politics after I76O.480 By study-
ing a single year (the year of crisis, 1780, when the loss of
America became in effect certain), Butterfield endeavours to
disentangle the interaction between government, parliament
and public opinion, but it has to be confessed that on occasion he
submerges in a morass of detail.481 A theme of precise cir-
cumscription - the political consequences of George Ill's
mental disturbance - offers Deny the opportunity for a pre-
cisely circumscribed book.482 Sutherland chooses a larger
ground in her study of the political activities of a solidly
founded 'interest5, a study which tells much of the political
attitudes of the time.483

As is always the case in English historical writing, much
political history comes out in the form of political biographies.
Plumb's massive biography of Walpole still lacks its third
volume in which (one may suppose) some of the gaps in the
story of political action will no doubt be filled.484 Walpole's
heir, Henry Pelham, has (it would appear) become the victim
of an inadequate and misleading book.485 A very special
biography deals with George Ill's mental health: the authors
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